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REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Conunissioner for PsLt&ats 
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Sirs, 

In response to the Office Action mailed March 24, 2005, requinng restriction of the 
claims, for which the thne to respond has been ^teadsd one (1) monch to May 24, 2005 by the 
accompanying petition and payment of the appropriate fee. Applicants elect, with traverse, Groi^ I, 
drawn to a nucleic acid molecule which encodes a fusion protein, a multi-copy vector comprising the 
said nucleic acid molecule and a host cell comprising the multi copy vector, classified in class 536, 
subclass 23.4. Gionp I includes claims 1 - 3 and 6 - 12. 

Applicants traverse the restriction of Groups I and IT. Ihe Examiner argues that the protein 
product of claims 4 and 5 can be made by a materially different method other than recombinantiy. 
such as by synthetic peptide synthesis or purification. However, the protein recited in claims 4 and 5 
requires tiiat the DNA sequence recited in the claims of Group I encode it. Hence, peptide synthesis 
is out of the question. With regards to "purification*', the claims as written require that some type of 
purification Is performed, even if recombinant methods are used. With regards to the DNA, there is 
no limitation on the claims for how the DNA is used. The claim is to a biochemical composition of 
matter and not to a process of use. The uses include expressing the DNA in an expression vector or 
hybridizing the DNA in a hybridization assay. AppHcants respectfully submit that the Examiner 
reconsider the restriction placed on Groups I and II and allow for these claims to be examined 
together. 
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Hie Commissioiier is authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any oveipayment 
necessitated by this response to Deposit Account No. 18-1982. 
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Respectfully suhmitted. 
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